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A reply to the open letter of' 138 Muslim leaders
Honorable sirs,

By the 13th of October we received and studied carefully your open invitation
letter and we sincerely congratulate you for this initiative.

We surely agree that peace between Christians and Muslims contributes to the
prevalence of peace all over the World. Of course, our wish is that peace and
cooperation among religious communities prevails universally among followers of
all religions.

We also agree that the common fundamental values of Christianity and Islam such
as monotheism and love to others impose common work, to face the big social
problems such as violence, war, destruction of the environment, starvation and the
violation of the human rights. This effort obligates us to develop into the mutual
respect for all sides when theological differences arise but it does not necessarily
compose the beginning or part of a theological dialogue.

It is the main teaching of Christianity that every human is made in the mirror of
God and indiscriminately of tribe or religion is the subject of love. Consequently
religious experiences of the others, language, cultural and religious pluralism are
self-evidently respectable during the 13 centuries of coexistence of especially
Eastern Christianity with Islam, in a common geographical place.

The long, for centuries, coexistence of Eastern Christianity with Islam has created
among others, a common cultural ground and the study and rise of it is possible to
lead to a common effort for peace. We mention indicatively the fields of
architecture, music, adoration and monasticism.

We absolutely agree with the necessity of respect of religious differences and of

course we disapprove every effort of limitation of religious freedom of Muslims or
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anyone else who lives in a nation with majority in Christian population. Of course,
the same respect is demanded for Christian minorities in Muslim countries
and especially local Churches, which exist in majority Muslim nations.
Particularly we feel the necessity to emphasize that the Turkish invasion in Cyprus
has wounded rudely the mutual respect of religion traditions and freedoms.

Lastly, the Turkish side attempts to use religious differences between the members
of the two communities in Cyprus, something, which is surely opposite with the
meaning of your letter and your initiative.

It is historically proven that relationships between Christians and Muslims in
Cyprus, according to 450 years of coexistence, were absolutely harmonious in both
levels of people and religious leadership. It is also known that the Republic of
Cyprus and Cypriots kept and still keep friendly connections with all the nations
and the people of Middle East, which are mainly Muslims. Unfortunately, the same
can not be said for Turkey, who invaded Cyprus in 1974 and created between
others the conditions for deprivation of main religious rights to the members of our
Church, spoliation of churches, destruction of religious artifacts, offense of
religious symbols etc. We are hopeful that your initiative will contribute positively
to change this unacceptable situation.

We greet again your effort and we are waiting for its materialization with concrete

steps and we assure you that we are ready to contribute to its realization.
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ATIAVTNOM 0TNV AVOLKTY ETUOTOAT) Twv 138 MovoovApavwv nyetwv
AyannTol,

Exovpe AaBel kat peAetoetl pe mpoooxn TNV e nuegopnvia 13 OxtwBotov
2007 avoiktn ETUOTOAN — TEOOKANOT] 0ASC KAL 0AS OLUYXXIQOVUE ELAIKQLVA
Yix au 0ag Vv TewtofovAia.

Lovudpwvovps aodaAws ot 1 epnvn  petalv XowTtwavwv o Kat
MovoovApavwy amoteAel Paoikr) povmobeon yiax TV ETUKQATNON NS
ELQNVNE OTOV KOOMO. Evxr pag paAwota elval OTws 1 101V AUt KAt 1
OLVEQYROLX METAEL daxdOQwV BENOKEVTIKWY KOWOTNTWY ETMUKQATNCTEL TE
TTAYKOUULO ETIUTIEDO KAL AVAPECA OTOUS OMADOVS OAWV TwV BonokEwwy.
TUUDP@WVOUHE aKkOuUn OTL KOWVES BeHEALdES A ES TOV XQLOTIAVIOUOU Kal
tov loAap, omws o HovoBeiopos kaL n ayann TEOS TOV TANULOV,
EMIPAAAOLY TNV AMO  KOWOU EQYACIX YIX QVIIHETWTUOT) HEYRAWV
KOWWVIK@WV TIROPANUaTwy ontws 1) Pia, 0 MOAEUOS, 1) KATAOTROON TOL
TEQIBAAAOVTOG, 1) TTEWVA, T] KATATIATNON TwV avlpwnivwv dikawupatwv. H
npoomaBewx avtr) odeidel va efeAlxBel péoa oe mMAaiowx apoiPaiov
oefacpov Twv ekatépwlev BeoAoyikwy WOWITEQOTNTWY KaL aodalws dev
Ba anoteAéoe anagxn N Hegos BeoAoyikov dixAdyov.

Eivat Baowkn dwackaAia tov Xowmaviouov ottt kabBe avBpwmog eival
TAQOUEVOS KatT ekova tov Beol kal, adakpitwe QLATG, Kataywyns 1
BNOKEVUATOS, ATIOTEAEL AVTIKEMEVO ayanng. Zuvenwe, oL 0PNoKeVTIKES
eumeRies Twv aMMowv, 0 YAwoowkog, TOATIOUIKOS Kat Ognokevtikog
TAOLRAAIONOG, Elval avtovonTa CoefaoTa, OMWSs EXEL amodel&el 1 €7l 13
awveg ouvumaén e AvatoAikng, wiwe, Xowtwxvoouvng e to loAay, o

KOLVO YEWYQADIKO XWOO.
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H paxeoaiwvn ouvonagén tov AvatoAuov Xolotiaviopov pe to IoAau éxel
ONUIOVEYNOEL OLV TOIC AAAOLS, KOWVO TOAITIOUIKO €dadog, 1 HeEAETn Kal
avadELET) TOL OTOIOV Elval dDUVATO VA& TUVEWDEQEL UTIV KOLVI] TTROUTIAB e
Yix TV NN, Avad£QOUUE EVIEIKTIKA TOUS TOMELS TNG AQXLTEKTOVIKNIG,
TNS HOVULKTS, TOU AQTQEVTIKOU TUTIKOU KAL TOL HOVAXLOHOV.
Avayvweilovpe amoAvta TV avaykn oefacpol e BonokevTikng
DADOQETIKOTNTAS Kat  aodaAws  anodokiudlovpe  OTOLXdNTIOTE
ngoomafelx  TEQOQLOMOL TwV  Ognokevtikwv  eAsvfegouov TV
MovoovApavwy 11 onowwvdnmote aAAwv dxBlovv O0e KQATN HE KaT&
mAgoundia xowotiavikd mAnBuopo. O dlog oefacuoc BéPawx amarteital
KQAL YIX TIS XQUWITIAVIKES HEIOVOTNTES HOVTOVALAVIKWV XWOWV KAl HAALoTa
i OpBodoéeg tomuikéc ExxAnoieg, mov dpaotnoomoovvtatl og dukdoa,
Kata Agloindia TANBLOUOU HOVOOVARAVIKA, KQATN.

OAwe Wutépwes aloBavouaaTe TV avaykn va TOVIOOUUE OTL 0 apoBaiog
geBaouog twv OonokevTikwv TaQadOcEwV Kal eAgvBeQuov €xel mMANyel
Bavavoa eEartiag g Tovokikng eofoAns oy Kunmgo. Tov teAevtaio
KAQO HAAOTA ETUXELQELTAL, ATIO TOUVQKIKNG TAEUQAS, O TOVIOMOS TNG
OonokevTiknc MIAPORETIKOTNTASC TWV HEAWV TV dVO KOWOTHTWV TNG
Kumgov, xati aodaAws mov Boloketal o€ andAvtn avtiBeon Ue TO TVELUX
S ETOTOANG KAl TS 0ANS npountabeie oag.

Elval 10ToQika amodedelynévo OTL Ol OXECEIC HETAEL XQOTIAVWV Kal
MovoovApavwv e Kumgov, katd 1o dixotnua twv 450 etwv ouvonaging
TOVG, NOAV ATMOAVTA AQUOVIKES, TOOO O& eTUMEDO AQIKWY OTQWUATWY 000
KalL o¢ emimedo Bonokevtikwv nyecwov.  Eival yvwotd emiong ot n
Kunpuakn Anuokpatia kat o Kvnguakog Aaoc duxtripnoav kai dixtnoouvy
OUIKOTATES OXEOELS UE OAQ T KOATN kKoL Aaovg e Méong AvatoAng, mov

Elval Kat& Tn cvvtolmTikny tovs TAgoynodia MovoovApavol  Avotuvxae,
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dev pmogel va ernwbet o do yix v Tovgkia, n elofoAn g omolag otV
Kvmpo 1o 1974, dnuovpynoe, petald aAdwv, Tic movmofécec ywx
OTEQNOT) Pacikwv OpNoKevTIKWY dIKAWHATWY Twv peAwv e ExkkAnolag
HAS, OUANOT vawy, Kataotpodr éoywv BOonoKeVTIKNS TEXVNGS, TTEOOTROAT
Donoxkevtikwv  ovuPoAwv. EveAmotovpe dt 1 mpwrofovdia oag, Oa
ovppaldel Betika kat mEOS TV katevHLVoT) NS dDXPOQOTOLNONS AVTHE TNG
ATIARADEKTNG KATAOTAOTG.

XaIQeTILOVUE KAl TTAAL TNV MEOOTIABEIX KAl AVAMEVOVHE TNV VAoToinom
NS HE OVYKEKQIUEVA PBIHATA, OTNV TIRAYHATOTIOMOT) TWV OT0IWY, EIHAOTE

ETOLHOL VX CUMPAAOUUE.

O Kvngov Xpuoootopos B
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