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A COMMON WORD CONFERENCE
The Boundaries of Religious Pluralism & Freedom: 

The Devil is in the Detail

April 24, 2013 

ICC Auditorium, Georgetown University

9:00-9:30 AM  Opening: John L. Esposito, Georgetown University

Welcome: President John J. DeGioia, Georgetown 

University

9:30-10:45 AM PANEL 1: Are There Limits to Religious Freedom that  
Religions Agree On?
Few dispute the value and centrality of religious freedom, 

but religious traditions also often guard areas of faith, 

practice, or community that they hold beyond the reach of 

that freedom. If religious traditions agree on the impor-

tance of religious freedom, can they agree to limitations 

on blasphemy, building churches, and missionary work?

Chair-Discussant: Rev. Richard Cizik, New Evangelical 

Partnership for the Common Good 

Speakers: 
David Law, Georgetown University Law Center &  

Washington University in St. Louis

Thomas Farr, Georgetown University

Farid Esack, University of Johannesburg

Georgetown University
O!ce of the President
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10:45-11:00 AM Coffee Break

11:00 AM-12:30 PM PANEL 2: Challenges to the Relationship of Law to 
Religion in Western Democracies and in Post Arab 
Spring State Building
Religious communities have had different arrangements 

with the (nation) states in which they exist. In Western 

secular democracies, the relationship between state and 

religion and the complexities this poses for religious free-

dom have emerged more clearly than ever. At the same 

time, in Egypt and Tunisia, questions of the relationship of 

religion to the state and its impact on equality of citizen-

ship and religious freedom are at the forefront in state 

building. What will the Arab Spring mean for religious 

freedom? Will governments dominated by Islamic parties 

seek to limit it or embrace it?

Chair-Discussant: Mohammad Fadel, University of 

Toronto Faculty of Law

Speakers: 
Emad Shahin, American University in Cairo

Said Ferjani, Al-Nahda Party - Tunisia

Mohamed Okda, Al-Watan Party - Egypt

Nancy Okail, Freedom House - Egypt

12:30-2:00 PM Lunch Break

2:00-3:30 PM PLENARY: The Challenge of Religious Pluralism in 
Christian-Muslim Relations: The Arab Spring 

Emerging democracies in Muslim countries such as Egypt 

and Tunisia struggle with the issue of religious pluralism in 

guaranteeing equality of citizenship and political represen-

tation. What are the key issues and the way forward?

Chair-Discussant: Chris Seiple, Institute for Global 

Engagement

Speakers: 
Abdulaziz Sachedina, George Mason University

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus  

of Washington

Dalia Mogahed, Former Executive Director of the Gallup 

Center for Muslim Studies
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3:30-3:45 PM Coffee Break

3:45-5:00 PM PANEL 3: Gender and Religious Freedom in  
Christian-Muslim Relations 
Do gender issues (for example: hijab, shariah, family laws, 

education) create obstacles for multi-faith understanding/

relations, religious freedom, and civil liberties?

Chair-Discussant: Tamara Sonn, College of William & Mary

Speakers: 
Margot Badran, Georgetown University

Kathleen Moore, University of California Santa Barbara

Merve Kavakci-Islam, George Washington University
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Dining Options for Lunch Break
Georgetown University 
Cosi Restaurant: Located in the North Gallery of the Leavey Center, Cosi offers 

frozen drinks.  

Faculty Club Restaurant: Located in the South Gallery of the Leavey Center, 

the Faculty Club is a deluxe buffet restaurant. An array of choices is offered 

every day, including an appetizing salad bar, a variety of meat dishes, fresh sea-

food and a bountiful selection of desserts.

Hoya Court: Located in the center hall of the Leavey Center, options include 

Pizza Hut, Subway, KFC, Taco Bell and Aromi d’Italia serving Gelato Italian Ice 

Cream.

Epicurean Restaurant:
offers a variety of dining formats, including hibachi stations, a sushi bar, grill 

station, a lounge area and a self service eatery and salad bar with more than 100 

items.

Walking Distance
The Tombs: 1226 36th St. NW, (202) 337-6668. Favorite of University faculty, 

students, and neighbors, Tombs offers a simple, affordable menu of burgers, 

hearty soups and salads, daily specials, and house made desserts.

Paolo’s Ristorante: Wisconsin Ave. & N St. NW, (202) 333-7353. Paolo’s 

merges classic, traditional Italian with fresh, modern “Californian” cuisine in a 

menu that includes pizzas, pastas, and salads.

Mai Thai (formerly Bangkok Bistro): 3251 Prospect St. NW, (202) 337-2424. 

Asian inspired, Mai Thai offers healthy Thai Cuisine at very reasonable prices. 

The extensive entrees include, but are not limited to, noodle dishes, curries, pad 

thais, fresh seafoods, and vegetarian options.

Cafe Tu-o-Tu Express: 3421 M St. NW, (202) 337-4455. Serving Mediterranean 

food with a Turkish twist, Cafe Tu-o-Tu’s menu includes paninis, fresh salads, 

soups, wraps, and sandwiches.

Please note: 

A prayer room is available in Conference Room 4 of the 

Georgetown University Hotel & Conference Center (inside the 

Leavey Center) from 12:30-5:00pm.
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Speaker Bios
Margot Badran is a historian and gender studies specialist focusing on the 
Middle East and Islamic world. She is a senior fellow at the Prince Alwaleed 

Feminism in Islam: Secular 
and Religious Convergences; Feminists, Islam, and Nation: Gender and the Making of 
Modern Egypt; Gender and Islam in Africa, editor; Opening the Gates: An Anthol-
ogy of Arab Feminist Writing, co-editor. !e author of numerous articles, she has 

and Emad Shahin, eds. Oxford Handbook of Islam and Politics,

Gendering the Divide: Religion, the Secular 
and the Politics of Sexuality. 

Rev. Richard Cizik is President of the New Evangelical Partnership for the 

international challenges, including civil liberties, economic justice, and national 

Fresh Air

abortions led to his dismissal from the National Association of Evangelicals, 

-
A New Evangelical Manifesto,
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John J. DeGioia

-

on a range of issues from interreligious dialogue to global health to emerging 

and serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of the Forum for the Future of 

-
cil on Competitiveness; and is a Commissioner on the Knight Commission on 

"e Atlantic,
Washingtonian

Farid Esack is a South African Muslim theologian who cut his teeth in the 
-

Qur’an, 
Liberation and Pluralism, On Being a Muslim, An Introduction to the Qur’an, 

Islam and AIDS: Between Scorn, Pity and 
Justice. 

 

-

-
ment of Religion Studies.
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John L. Esposito -

political Islam from North Africa to Southeast Asia, and Religion and Interna-
Oxford Library of Islamic Studies, Editor-in-

Chief of the six-volume "e Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World, "e Oxford 
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, "e Oxford History of Islam

"e Oxford Dictionary of Islam, "e Islamic World: 
Past and Present, and Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 

Islamophobia and the Challenge of Pluralism in the 21st Century, "e Future 
of Islam, Who Speaks for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really "ink 

Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam 

languages. A former President of the Middle East Studies Association of North 

-

Azzam Award for Outstanding Contributions in Islamic Studies, and the School 

Mohammad H. Fadel -

-
-
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Thomas F. Farr
School of Foreign Service, and the director of the Religious Freedom Project at 

-

American diplomats, consulted with foreign governments, served on the Secre-
-

-
umes, law journals, and popular outlets, such as the Weekly Standard, the National 
Review, the New York Times, the Washington Post, America, and First "ings.
book, World of Faith and Freedom: Why International Religious Liberty is Vital to 
American National Security,

Said Ferjani
al-Nahda, as well as a member of its Communication Bureau and International 
Relations Department. Ferjani is a former political prisoner and victim of 

former member of the executive bureau of al-Nahda
member of the Shura council for al-Nahda,

-

-
-

tion of Britain; and Advisor to the Minister of Justice in Tunisia.
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Merve Kavakci-Islam

-
-

Yeni Akit. She sits on the Editorial Board 
Headscarf Politics in Turkey: 

A Postcolonial Reading
500 Most In$uential Muslims 

in the World.

David Law 

law, and comparative judicial politics, with a research emphasis on the identi"ca-
tion, explanation, and prediction of global patterns in constitutional law. Born 
and raised in Canada, he holds a Ph.D. in political science from Stanford, a 

political science department and has served as a visiting professor at the National 

Foreign Relations, the National Science Foundation, and a Fulbright Scholarship 

-

-
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Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese  

 
-

Dalia Mogahed speaks and writes on Arab and Muslim issues. She is the for-

 
-

Who Speaks for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really "ink. Presi-

-

Kathleen Moore

"e Unfamiliar 
Abode: Islamic Law in the United States and Britain

Muslim Women in America

Al-Mughtaribun: American Law and the Transformation of Muslim Life. 
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Nancy Okail

-

Mohamed Okda

-
Al-Watan

and is active in the "elds of politics, human rights, free speech, and entrepreneur-

#uent in three languages.

Abdulaziz Sachedina 

has concentrated on social and political ethics, including Interfaith and Intra-

Sachedina’s publications include: Islamic Messianism
Human Rights and the Con$icts of Culture,

"e Just Ruler in Shiite Islam
"e Prolegomena to the Qur’an "e Islamic 

Roots of Democratic Pluralism Islamic Biomedical 
Ethics: "eory and Application Islam 
and the Challenge of Human Rights

born in Tanzania. 



12

Chris Seiple 
education, and diplomatic institution that builds sustainable religious freedom 
worldwide through local partnerships. A graduate of Stanford and the Naval 

"e Review of Faith & International 
A%airs, a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and a member of the 

Rout-
ledge Handbook on Religion & Security

-

-

Emad Shahin

interests include comparative politics, public policies, Islamic law and politics, 

-

Political Ascent: 
Contemporary Islamic Movements in North Africa, co-editorship of Struggling over 
Democracy in the Middle East and North Africa, and co-authorship of Islam and 
Democracy,  "e Oxford Ency-
clopedia of Islam and Politics "e Oxford 
Handbook of Islam and Politics. 
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Tamara Sonn

Interpreting Islam: Bandali Jawzi’s Islamic Intellectual History 
Comparing Religions 

through Law: Judaism and Islam
Islam: A 

Brief History  A 
Brief History of Islam, "e Sage Handbook of Islamic Stud-
ies "e Religion Toolkit: A Complete Guide to 
Religious Studies

works have been translated into Arabic, Bengali, and Portuguese. She has lec-

Fulbright, among others. She served as senior editor of the Oxford Dictionary 
of Islam "e Islamic World 
Past and Present Oxford Islamic Studies Online, and of 
Oxford’s Encyclopedia of the Islamic World
Oxford Bibliographies Online--Islamic Studies,
Blackwell’s online journal of Religious Studies Religion Compass. 
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Georgetown University

School of Foreign Service, ICC 260

3700 O Street, NW

Washington, DC 20057

Tel: 202-687-8375

Fax: 202-687-8376

Email: acmcu@georgetown.edu

Web: acmcu.georgetown.edu

Twitter: @acmcu

Georgetown University
O!ce of the President


