
 
A Muslim Message of Thanks and of Christmas and New Year 

Greetings, December 2007 
 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
 

May God bless Muhammad and his kin and bless Abraham and his kin 
 
 

Al-Salaamu Aleikum; Peace be upon you; Pax Vobiscum 
 
Peace be upon Jesus Christ who says: Peace is upon me the day I was born, the 
day I die, and the day I am resurrected (Chapter of Mary; the Holy Qur’an; 
19:34).  
 
During these joyful holidays we write to you, our Christian neighbors all over 
the world, to express our thanks for the beautiful and gracious responses that 
we Muslims have been receiving from the very first day we issued our invitation 
to come together to ‘A Common Word’ based on ‘Love of God and Love of 
Neighbor’ (see www.acommonword.com for the document and the responses).  
 
We thank you and wish you all a joyous and peaceful Christmas Holiday Season 
commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ, may peace be upon him.   
 
We Muslims bear witness that: There is no god but God, without associate, and 
that Muhammad is His Servant and Messenger, and that Jesus is His Servant, 
His Messenger, His Word cast to Mary, and a Spirit from Him …. (Sahih 
Bukhari, Kitab Ahadith al-Anbiya’). 
 
We pray, during these blessed days, which have coincided with the Muslim feast 
of the Hajj or Pilgrimage, which commemorates the faith of the Prophet 
Abraham (peace be upon him), that the New Year may bring healing and peace 
to our suffering world. God’s refusal to let Abraham (peace be upon him) 
sacrifice his son—granting him instead a ram—is to this day a Divine warrant 
and a most powerful social lesson for all the followers of the Abrahamic faiths, 
to ever do their utmost to save, uphold and treasure every single human life and 
especially the life of every single child. Indeed, it is worthy of note that this year 
Muslim scholars issued a historic declaration affirming the sanctity of human 
life—of every human life—as an essential and foundational teaching in Islam 
upon which all Muslim scholars are in unanimous agreement (see details at 
www.duaatalislam.com). 
 
May the coming year be one in which the sanctity and dignity of human life is 
upheld by all. May it be a year of humble repentance before God, and mutual 
forgiveness within and between communities.  
 

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. 

http://www.acommonword.com/
http://www.duaatalislam.com/


 
SIGNATORIES  

1.  Prof. Dr. ‘Abla Mohammed Kahlawi Dean of Islamic & Arabic Studies, Al-Azhar University (Women’s 
College) Egypt 

2.  Dr. Abd Al-Aziz ‘Uthman Al-Tweijri Director-General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific & Cultural 
Organization (ISESCO) Morocco 

3.  Dr. Allamah Abd Allah bin Mahfudh Bin Bayyah 
Professor, King Abd Al-Aziz University, Former Vice President; 
Minister of Justice; Minister of Education and Minister of Religious 
Affairs 

Mauritania 

4.  Shaykh 
Dr. 

Abdal Hakim Murad  
 

Shaykh Zayed Lecturer in Islamic Studies, Divinity School, 
University of Cambridge, Director of the Muslim Academic Trust, 
U.K. 

U.K. 

5.  Shaykh Abdul Wahed  Pedersen Islamic Preacher and Imam in Denmark Denmark 
6.  Dr. Abdul-Aziz Al-Hafadhi Researcher Professor at Muhammad I University, Wajda Morocco 
7.  Dr. Abdul-Fattah Al-Bizm Mufti of Damascus; Director of Al-Fath Islamic Institute Syria 
8.  Dr. Abdul-Hakim Ikaiwi Professor at Avenzoar University in Aghadir Morocco 
9.  Sayyed Abdullah ibn Mohammad Fad’aq Caller to the Faith, Mecca Saudi Arabia 
10.  Dr. Abdul-Mu’ti Bayyoumi Member of the Islamic Body for Research, Azhar University Egypt 
11.  Dr. Abdul-Nasser Jabri Dean, Islamic Call College, Beirut Lebanon 
12.  Dr. Abdul-Rafi’e Al-Ilj Professor at ‘Wali Ismael’ University in Meknes Morocco 
13.  Dr. Abdul-Razzaq Hirmas Professor at Avenzoar University in Aghadir  Morocco 

14.  Prof. Dr. Abdul-Salam Al-Abbadi President of Aal Al-Bayt University; Former Minister of Religious 
Affairs Jordan 

15.  Shaykh Abu Bakr Ahmad Al-Milibari Secretary-General of the Ahl Al-Sunna Association, India India 
16.  Shaykh Adham Samcic Mufti of Banja Luka  Bosnia 
17.  Dr. Ahmad Abdul Aziz Al-Haddad Mufti of Dubai U.A.E. 
18.  Dr. Ahmad Badr Al-Din Hassoun Grand Mufti of the Republic of Syria Syria 
19.  Dr. Ahmad Fakir Professor at Avenzoar University, Agadir Morocco 
20.  Prof. Dr. Ahmad Hlayyel Chief Islamic Justice of Jordan; Imam of the Hashemite Court Jordan 
21.  Shaykh Dr. Ahmad Kubaisi Founder of the ‘Ulema Organization, Iraq Iraq 
22.  Dr. Ahmad Mihrizi Al-Alawi Professor at Qadi Iyadh University, Marrakesh Morocco 

23.  Dr. Ahmad Omar Hashim Former President, Azhar University; Head of Religious Committee, 
Egyptian People’s Council Egypt 

24.  Dr. Aisha Y. Al-Manna’ie Dean, Shariah and Islamic Studies College Qatar 
25.  Shaykh Ajoob Dawtovic Mufti of Zenica Bosnia 

26.  Prof. Dr. Akbar Ahmad Professor of Ibn Khaldun for Islamic Studies, American University, 
Washington U.S.A. 

27.  Prof. Dr. Alan Godlas 

Co-Chair, Islamic Studies, University of Georgia, USA; Editor-in-
chief, Sufi News and Sufism World Report; Director, Sufis Without 
Borders 
 

USA 

28.  Dr. Al-Arabi Al-Buhali Professor at Qadi Iyadh University, Marrakesh Morocco 
29.  Dr. Al-Arabi Busilham Professor at Mohammad V University in Rabat Morocco 
30.  Dr. Al-Batul Binali Professor & Researcher, Faculty of Arts, Rabat Morocco 
31.  Dr. Ali Binbraik Professor at Avenzoar University in Aghadir Morocco 

32.  Shaykh Prof. 
Dr Ali Jum’a Grand Mufti of the Republic of Egypt Egypt 

33.  Shaykh Al-
Habib 

Ali Mashhour bin Muhammad bin 
Hafeeth Imam of the Tarim Mosque and Head of Fatwa Council, Tarim Yemen 

34.  Al-Habib Ali Zain Al-’Abideen Al-Jifri Founder and Director, Taba Institute, Abu Dhabi, UAE Yemen 
35.  Dr. Al-Jilani Al-Murini Professor at Sidi Mohammad ibn Abdullah , Fes Morocco 

36.  Mr. Amr Khaled Islamic Preacher & Broadcaster, Founder and Chairman, Right Start 
Foundation International Egypt 

37.  Prof. Dr. Aref Ali Nayed  

Former Professor at the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic 
Studies (Rome); Former Professor at International Institute for 
Islamic Thought & Civilization (ISTAC, Malaysia); Senior Advisor to 
the Cambridge Interfaith Program at Cambridge Faculty of Divinity  

Libya 

38.  Dr. Asmat Mojaddedi  Chairman of the Muslim council of Denmark (MFR) Denmark 
39.  Shaykh Asmat Sebahic Deputy Head of ‘Ulama of Bosnia and Herzegovina Bosnia 
40.  Prof. Dr. Basit Koshul Lahore University of Management Sciences Pakistan 

41.  Dr. Bassem H. Itani Director, Dar Iqra for Islmaic Sciences; Member of the Admin Body 
of Guidance and Reform Trust, Beirut Lebanon 

42.  Judge Prince Bola Ajibola 
Former International High Court Judge; Former Minister of Justice 
of Nigeria; Former Attorney-General of Nigeria; Founder of the 
Crescent University and Founder of the Islamic Movement of Africa 

Nigeria 



43.  Dr. Buthayna Al-Galbzuri Professor & Researcher, Faculty of Arts, Rabat Morocco 
44.  Dr. Caner Dagli  Assistant Professor, Roanoke College U.S.A. 
45.  Prof. Dr. Farouq Hamadah Professor of the Sciences of Tradition, Mohammad V University Morocco 

46.  Dr. Feisal Abdul Rauf Co-founder and Chairman of the Board of the Cordoba Initiative; 
Founder of the ASMA Society U.S.A. 

47.  
Prof. Dr. 
H.R.H. 
Prince 

Ghazi bin Muhammad bin Talal Chairman of the Board of the Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic 
Thought Jordan 

48.  Dr. Hamdan M. Al-Mazroui Chairman of Abu Dhabi Religious Affairs Authority U.A.E. 
49.  Shaykh Hamed Afandic Mufti of Gorazde Bosnia 
50.  Prof. Dr. Hamed Ahmad Al-Refaie President of World Islamic Forum for Dialogue Saudi Arabia 
51.  Prof. Dr. Hani Sulayman Al-Tu’aymat Dean, Shariah and Islamic Studies, UAE University Jordan 
52.  Sayyed Hasan Al-Saqqaf Director of Dar Al-Imam Al-Nawawi, Jordan Yemen 
53.  Shaykh Hasan Makjic Mufti of Bihac Bosnia 

54.  Dr. Hussein Hasan Abakar Imam of the Muslims, Chad; President, Higher Council for Islamic 
Affairs Chad 

55.  Shaykh Hussein Kvasovic Mufti of Tuzla Bosnia 
56.  Ayatollah Hussein Muayad President and Founder, Knowledge Forum, Baghdad Iraq 
57.  Shaykh Hussein Smajic Mufti of Sarajevo Bosnia 

58.  Dr. Ibrahim Bumilha Head of Organizing Committee of Holy Quran Dubai International 
Award U.A.E. 

59.  Dr. Ibrahim Kalin Director, SETA Foundation, Ankara, Turkey; Asst. Prof. 
Georgetown University, USA Turkey 

60.  Prof. Dr. Ingrid Mattson 
Professor of Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations; 
Director, Islamic Chaplaincy Program, Hartford Seminary; President 
of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), 

U.S.A. 

61.  Shaykh Ismael Smajlovic Mufti of the Armed Forces Bosnia 
62.  Dr. Izz Al-Din Ibrahim Advisor for Cultural Affairs, UAE Ministry for Presidential Affairs U.A.E. 
63.  Dr. Jamal Farouk Professor of Faiths and Schools, Call College, Azhar University Egypt 
64.  Prof. Dr. Jassem Ali Al-Shamsi Dean, Shariah College, U.A.E. University U.A.E. 
65.  Sayyed Jawad Al-Khu’ie Imam Khu’ie’s World Organization Iraq 
66.  Shaykh Jihad Hashim Brown Director of Research, Tabah Foundation U.S.A. 
67.  Dr. Joseph Lumbard Assistant Professor, Brandeis University U.S.A. 
68.  Shaykh Khaled Al-Sulh Mufti of Baalbek Lebanon 

69.  Dr. Larbi Kachat Director of Dawah Mosque and Head of the Islamic Cultural  
Center, Paris France 

70.  Dr. Maymoon Barish Professor at Qadi Iyadh University, Marrakesh Morocco 
71.  Dr. Milooda Shamm Professor at the Law College in Rabat Morocco 

72.  Dr. Mohamed Bechari 
President, Federal Society for Muslims in France; General Secretary 
of the European Islamic Conference (EIC); Member of the 
International Fiqh Academy 

France 

73.  Prof. Dr. Mohammad Abd Al-Ghaffar Al-Sharif Secretary-General of the Ministry of Religious Affairs Kuwait 
74.  Dr. Mohammad Binkiran Professor at Ibn Tofayl University in Qunaytira Morocco 
75.  Dr. Mohammad Hasan Shurahbili Professor at Al-Qurawiyyin University Morocco 

76.  Al-Habib Mohammad ibn Abdul-Rahman Al-
Saqqaf Caller to Islamic Faith Saudi Arabia 

77.  Dr. Mohammad Kharobat Professor at Qadi Iyadh University, Marrakesh Morocco 
78.  Dr. Mohammad Mattar Al-Qa’bi Director, Abu Dhabi Religious Affairs Authority U.A.E. 
79.  Dr. Mohammad Rabi’e Al-Nadawi Chairman of Nadwat Al Ulama India 
80.  Dr. Mohammad Rashid Qabbani Grand Mufti of Lebanon Lebanon 
81.  Shaykh Mu’ammar Zukoulic Mufti of Sanjak Bosnia 

82.  Prof. Dr. Muhammad Abd Al-Rahim Sultan Al-
Ulama Deputy-Dean of Scientific Research Affairs, UAE University U.A.E 

83.  Shaykh Muhammad Abdullah B. Qarachay Deputy Mufti of Russia Russia 
84.  Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ahmed al-Sharif Director, World Islamic Call Society, Tripoli Libya 

85.  Sharif Muhammad Al-Alwini  Head of the European Academy of Islamic Culture and Sciences, 
Brussels Belgium 

86.  Ayotollah Muhammad Ali Taskhiri Secretary General of the World Assembly for Proximity of Islamic 
Schools of Thoughts (WAPIST) Iran 

87.  Shaykh Muhammad Al-Sadiq Muhammad 
Yusuf 

Former Grand Mufti of Uzbekistan; Translator and Commentator of 
the Holy Qur’an Uzbekistan 

88.  Allamah 
Shaykh 

Muhammad bin Muhammad Al-
Mansouri High Authority (Marja’) of Zeidi Muslims Yemen 

89.  Prof. Dr. Muhammad Fathullah Al-Ziadi Dean, Islamic Call College, Tripoli Libya 

90.  Prof. Dr. 
Allamah Muhammad Said Ramadan Bouti Dean of Department of Religion, University of Damascus Syria 

91.  Dr. Muhammad Suheyl Umar Director, Iqbal Academy  Pakistan 
92.  Dr. Mullay Al-Hussein Alhyan Professor at Al-Qurawiyyin University Morocco 



93.  Amb. Dr. Murad Hofmann Author and Muslim Intellectual, Germany 
94.  Prof. Dr. Mustafa Ceric Grand Mufti and Head of ‘Ulama of Bosnia and Herzegovina Bosnia 

95.  Prof. Dr. Mustafa Cherif 
Muslim Intellectual; Former Minister of Higher Education and 
Former Ambassador 
 

Algeria 

96.  Shaykh Nafiullah Ashirov Mufti of the Asian Part of Russia Russia 
97.  Prof. Dr. Najib al-Hsadi Professor of Philosophy,Gar Yunis University, Benghazi  Libya 

98.  Prof. Dr. Nasaruddin Umar  

Rector of the Institute for Advanced Qur’anic Studies; Secretary 
General of the Nahdhatul Ulama Consultative Council; Lecturer at 
the State Islamic University Syarif 
Hidayatullah, Jakarta 

Indonesia 

99.  Prof. Dr. Nasr Aref Head of Islamic Studies’ Department, Zayed University, Abu Dhabi Egypt 
100.  Shaykh Nasrat Abdibigovic Mufti of Travnik Bosnia 
101.  Shaykh Nezdad Grabus Grand Mufti of Slovenia Slovenia 

102.  Mr. Nihad Awad National Executive Director and Co-founder of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR)  U.S.A 

103.  Dr. Qais ibn Mohammad Aal Mubarak Associate Professor of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Education, Al-Ahsa Saudi Arabia 

104.  Dr. Ramez Zakai General Director, Albanian Center for Islamic Thought & Culture; 
Chairman of Supreme Council for Education & Culture in  the West Albania 

105.  Shaykh Rifat Vesic Chairman of Islamic Chaplaincy in Montenegro Montenegro 
106.  Shaykh Saad Allah Al-Barzanji Prominent Scholar Iraq 

107.  Shaykh Saeed Hijjawi 
Chief Scholar, The Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought; 
Former Grand Mufti 
of Jordan 

Jordan 

108.  Shaykh Salah Al-Din Fakhri Director of ‘Azhar of Lebanon’ Lebanon 
109.  Dr. Salah Al-Din Kuftaro Chairman of ‘Shaykh Ahmad Kuftaro’ Foundation, Damascus Syria 
110.  Dr. Saleha Al-Rahooti Professor & Researcher, Faculty of Arts, Rabat Morocco 
111.  H.H. Shaikh Salem Ibn Mohammad Al-Qasimi Chairman of Islamic Forum, Sharjah U.A.E. 
112.  Shaykh Sayyed Smajkic Mufti of Mostar Bosnia 
113.  Shaykh Sevki Omarbasic Grand Mufti of Croatia Croatia 

114.  Ayatollah 
Prof. Dr. Seyyed Mostafa Mohaghegh Damad 

Dean of Department of Islamic Studies, The Academy of 
Sciences of Iran; Professor of Law and Islamic Philosophy, 
Tehran University; Fellow, The Iranian Academy of 
Sciences, Iran; Former Inspector General of Iran 

 

Iran 

115.  Dr. Seyyed Reza Shah-Kazemi Author and Muslim Scholar UK 
116.  Mr. Sohail Nakhooda Editor-in-Chief, Islamica Magazine, Jordan India 
117.  Prof. Dr. Suleiman Abdallah Schleifer Professor Emeritus, The American University in Cairo U.S.A. 
118.  Prof. Dr. Taqi Al-Din Al-Nadawi Hadith Master, President of Islamic University India 
119.  Dr. Tariq Sweidan Director-General of al-Risalah Satellite Channel Kuwait 

120.  Dr. Tayba Hassan Al-Sharif  International Protection Officer, The U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Darfur  Sudan 

121.  Dr. Umar Abdul-Kafi Prominent Caller to Islamic Faith Egypt 
122.  Sayyed Umar Ibn Hamed Al-Jailani Chief Jurist and Scholar Yemen 

123.  Shaykh Al-
Habib Umar Ibn Muhammad bin Hafeeth Dean, Dar Al-Mustafa, Tarim Yemen 

124.  Prof. Dr. Umar Jah Secretary of the Muslim Scholars Council, Gambia, Professor of 
Islamic Civilization and Thought, University of Gambia Gambia 

125.  Shaykh Dr. Usama Al-Rifaei Mufti of Akkar Lebanon 

126.  Dr. Yahya Sergio Yahe Pallavicini 
 

Vice President of CO.RE.IS., Italy, Chairman of ISESCO Council 
for Education and Culture in the West; Advisor for Islamic Affairs 
of the Italian Minister of Interior. 

Italy 

127.  Shaykha. Yasmin Mahmud Al-Husary Head of Husary Islamic Foundation Egypt 
128.  Dr. Zumer Saleh Religious Leader of Albanian Community in London Albania 

 


